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Scientia potentia est Knowledge is Power

Power to make decisions
Power to change
Power to improve

The National Graduating Students 
Survey
• ONE SOURCE of information about student ‘perceptions of’ 

and ‘experience in’ pharmacy education programs

• ONE PART of the knowledge generation process
• Informs local improvement efforts 

• Informs national program improvement efforts
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Background

Pre 2014 – AFPC Council of Deans identify development of a 
national graduating students survey as a priority for Faculties 
of Pharmacy in Canada

Saskatoon, 2014 – the first AFPC Special Interest Group (the 
Assessment SIG) was struck to create the first draft of a national 
survey 

Washington, 2015 – first draft presented for feedback and 
review

Vancouver, 2016 – experience with pilot presented for 
consideration 

Survey Structure

Three sections:

1. The Academic Program

2. Student Support and Resources

3. Demographics and Career Plans

Survey Structure

Informed by:

1. CCAPP Accreditation Standards

2. AFPC Educational Outcomes

Honorable mention:

AFMC Exit Survey
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SURVEY DEMO

The Pilot

• 4 schools, 512 students (U of A, UBC, U of S, Dalhousie)
• Administered between May 4th and May 19th via web based 

survey software Qualtrix
• Weekly reminders updating school response rates
• Daily reminders for final week
• Overall question response rates ranged between 39% – 48%
• Response rates varied by school
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determine if a patients medication related  needs are being  met. 1 0 1 38 150 43 5.00
develop  a care p lan that addresses a patient's medication 
therapy problems and  priority health and  wellness needs. 1 0 4 45 140 45 4.95

elicit and  complete an assessment of required  information to 
determine the patient’s medication related  and  other relevant 

health needs.
0 1 1 49 143 41 4.94

assess and  manage patients' new medication related  needs. 0 0 3 41 157 34 4.94
determine if a patient has relevant, priority health and  wellness 
needs. 1 1 3 44 155 31 4.89

develop  and  maintain professional, collaborative relationships 
required  for patient care. 1 1 7 50 131 45 4.89

refer patients for management of priority health and  wellness 
needs that fall beyond the scope of practice of pharmacists. 0 5 8 59 121 42 4.80

support the continuity of patient care by documenting  patient 
care activities. 1 1 12 50 139 32 4.79

implement the care p lan. 1 2 15 70 118 29 4.66
elicit and  interpret clinical and  or lab evidence of patient 
outcomes. 0 10 24 101 81 19 4.32
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pharmacokinetics 1 6 19 56 92 34 4.61

pharmacology 6 9 10 44 105 33 4.60

pharmaceutics 4 20 17 57 84 23 4.30

medicinal chemistry 4 15 22 83 67 17 4.18

biopharmaceutics 5 14 37 79 62 9 4.00

pharmaceutical biotechnology 3 18 50 76 47 4 3.80

toxicology 8 16 52 72 43 2 3.68

pharmacogenomics 21 19 49 74 33 6 3.48

Opportunities for Collaboration

• Use results to identify national priorities/areas for further 
investigation
• Use results to develop deliberate connections
• …
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Where to next?

• Revise the survey based on pilot
• Scale administration to all schools
• Define administration procedures and policies
• Define dissemination protocols
• Create an administrative task force/committee to oversee 

administration and to promote collaboration based on the 
results


