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Objec>ves	
  

1.  Explain  reflexive  photography  and  the  evidence  
to  support  its  use  in  assessing  cultural  
competency.


2.  Review  student  examples  of  pre/post-­‐course  
examples  of  a  reflexive  photography  assignment.


3.  Summarize  student  feedback  to  a  reflexive  
photography  assignment.




Aboriginal	
  Health	
  in	
  Pharmacy	
  

•  Mandatory  Curriculum:  

–  3  hour  introductory  lecture  series  in  Year  1  of  E2P  PharmD


•  ElecAve:  

–  PHAR457:  Pharmaceu1cal  Care  in  Aboriginal  Health

–  AFPC  2014:  
hSps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9wJs36n0b0  


•  PracAce  InnovaAon  -­‐  Pharmacists  Clinic

–  Primary  care  and  medicaAon  management  services  in  
collaboraAon  with  Aboriginal  CommuniAes  in  BC






Challenge	
  



How  do  we  assess  student  learning  and  
understanding  of  cultural  competency?




Reflexive	
  Photography	
  

•  A  qualitaAve  technique  requiring  students  to  
reflect  on  past  experiences  and  capture  
photographs  or  visuals  that  are  considered  
evidence  of  their  percepAons  (Amerson  and  Livingston,  2014)


•  The  photographs  are  then  discussed  with  a  
facilitator  or  group  followed  by  further  self-­‐
reflecAon




Evidence	
  for	
  	
  
Reflexive	
  Photography	
  	
  

•  Conclusions:

– More  robust  for  self-­‐reflecAon  than  journaling,  
parAcularly  for  visual  learners


–  Showed  more  details  about  their  experience  and  
reflected  on  their  emoAons


–  “A  picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words”









Evidence	
  for	
  	
  
Reflexive	
  Photography	
  	
  

•  Conclusions:

–  Allowed  students  to  further  explore  connecAon  between  
concepts  and  ideas


– Moving  away  from  wriAng  allowed  for  freeing  their  thinking

–  Assisted  them  in  developing  and  managing  explicit  thinking




Reflexive	
  Photography	
  Assignment	
  
Pre/Post-­‐course  reflecAon:

•  Use  1-­‐2  visuals  that  best  represents  the  following  quesAon:  


What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  pharmacist  

that  prac1ces  cross-­‐culturally?  




•  PrompAng  quesAons  were  provided  and  instructors  had  a  prepared  

guide,  e.g:

–  How  do  paAents  from  your  culture  view  pharmacists?

–  As  a  pharmacist,  how  does  care  change  for  paAents  of  different  cultures?

–  Draw  from  personal  experience,  maybe  from  a  Ame  you  were  

misunderstood  from  a  cultural  context.  


•  Photographs  were  shared  pre/post  in  small  groups  followed  by  a  larger  
debrief




Student	
  Reflec>ons	
  

“This  is  a  picture  a  paAent  once  painted  for  me  
when  I  was  on  rotaAon  because  of  the  care  I  
provided.  It  represents  the  different  cultures  in  
our  world  and  the  need  for  pharmacists  to  see  
all  these  cultures  and  provide  care  
appropriately.”




“My  understanding  of  my  role  as  a  care  provider  
has  deepened.  Although  it  is  important  for  us  to  
see  the  different  chronic  diseases  (leaves  of  a  tree),  
we  must  respect  where  people  are  coming  from  
and  move  beyond  perceived  stereotypes.  The  roots  
and  history  of  colonialism  that  I  have  learned  in  this  
course  will  hopefully  allow  me  to  nurture  
relaAonships  earlier  on.”


Pre-­‐Course	
   Post-­‐Course	
  



Student	
  Reflec>ons	
  

“Many  different  roads  –  lots  of  different  
direcAons  represenAng  different  direcAon  of  
pracAce  and  approach  to  care.  Represents  
the  complexity  of  pharmacology  and  
medicaAons”




“This  mulAcoloured  quilt  represents  how  a  
pharmacist  adapts  to  what  they  learn,  what  they  
weave  into  their  pracAce  to  foster  collaboraAon.  The  
different  patches  represent  different  cultures  and  
how  we  need  to  pracAce.  We  do  not  need  to  be  firm  
like  roads,  but  can  be  part  of  the  change  by  
collaboraAng  with  our  paAents”


Pre-­‐Course	
   Post-­‐Course	
  



Student	
  Reflec>ons	
  	
  

“Looking  below  the  iceberg  and  the  cycle  
of  constant  self-­‐reflecAon  and  
redevelopment  of  oneself.  The  syringe  
being  held  says  “insight”  which  represents:

the  best  vision  is  insight  in  the  treatment  
of  paAent’s  across  cultures.


Pre-­‐Course	
   Post-­‐Course	
  



Student	
  Reflec>ons	
  



Student	
  Feedback	
  
•  “This  would  be  extremely  beneficial  if  all  students  
in  our  program  were  introduced  to  how  they  can  
take  a  culturally  safe  approach  to  pracAcing  as  a  
pharmacist  and  health  care  professional”


•  “[The  reflecAon]  really  reiterated  the  importance  
of  cultural  competence  over  cultural  sensiAvity”


•  “InteracAve  [assignment]  greatly  sAmulated  my  
learning.  I  was  thinking  more  acAvely,  rather  than  
staring  at  an  endless  barrage  of  lecture  slides.”




Student	
  Challenges	
  

•  ReflecAon  was  “too  open”  –  wanted  more  
guidance  and  instrucAon


•  Thinking  on  a  different  level  was  difficult  to  
grasp  


•  Worries  over  the  type  of  picture  they  picked  
and  how  they  would  be  assessed




Conclusions	
  
•  Reflexive  photography  was  an  effecAve  way  to  
enhance  students  self-­‐awareness  and  
understanding  of  cultural  competency

–  AFPC  Outcomes  2.1.3  and  7.2.3


•  Student  response  to  reflexive  photography  was  
overwhelmingly  posiAve


•  Some  students  were  uncomfortable  with  the  lack  
of  a  “correct”  answer  and  the  broad  range  of  
possible  ways  to  complete  the  assignment
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QuesAons?



Email:   
Jason.Min@ubc.ca  |  Larry.Leung@ubc.ca




Future	
  Plans	
  
•  Reflexive  photography  was  an  effecAve  way  to  
enhance  students  self-­‐awareness  and  
understanding  of  cultural  competency


•  Challenge  students  to  incorporate  more  art  
mediums  (e.g.  collages,  drawings,  photographs,  
sculptures)


•  Develop  more  self-­‐awareness  of  students’  own  
culture  and  acknowledge  how  this  might  affect  
their  interacAons  with  paAents



