
The Next Generation: 
What to Expect 

Jade Ballek 
Learning Consultant – Saskatchewan 
 
 



The Next Generation 

Who’s 
next? 



What We Know So Far 

 
 
 

Their whole world is 
technology in the palm of 
their hand (and the outside 
of their wrist or the back of 
their eyeglasses).  

 
Digitals, iGen, Selfies, 
Tweenials, Hashtagers, 
Evernets, Plurals, 
Globalists, and 20firsters 

 



Generation “WE” 

 

“… due to technological 
advances, this cohort is 

wired and constantly 
connected.  

They’re rarely alone, even if 
they’re hanging out with 
buddies via text message, 

through gaming consoles or 
on social network sites.  

 
Their every moment is a  

We moment.” 
Mary Meehan – Forbes  

http://www.forbes.com/sites/marymeehan/2014/04/15/the-perfect-name-for-the-next-generation-of-americans/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/marymeehan/2014/04/15/the-perfect-name-for-the-next-generation-of-americans/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/marymeehan/2014/04/15/the-perfect-name-for-the-next-generation-of-americans/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/marymeehan/2014/04/15/the-perfect-name-for-the-next-generation-of-americans/


The debate 



 Learning Consultant 
 Instructional Designer  
 Curriculum, Instruction,  

and Assessment 
 Technology Enhanced  

Learning 
 Online Master’s Student 
 Mother 

What are the implications for 
teaching and learning? 

My lenses 



Changes at K-12 Level 
     

 

 

 

Impact on Post-Secondary 
Learning 



Meeting the Needs of the  
Next Generation 

 Research Based 
Decision Making  

 Access to Technology 
 Changes to Teacher 

Professional Learning 
 Responding through 

Curriculum 
 Shifting Instruction - 

Inquiry 
 
 

 Changes in 
Assessment Practices 

 Personalized 
Learning 

Online Software 
Global Connections 



http://edutech4teachers.edublogs.org/category/infographic-of-the-week/ 



Connecting 
brain research 
and classroom 
practice 



If our classrooms look the same way 
today as they did in the past, we are 
doing something wrong. 



http://edutech4teachers.edublogs.org/category/infographic-of-the-week/ 

We are 
moving into 

the spaces in 
which our 

learners live. 



Increasing Access to Technology 

1:1 
BYOD - 

Smartphones 
LMS/CMS 
Skype 
3D Printers 

Leads to Changing 
Learning Environments 



http://www.c21canada.org/ 

Changing Teacher 
Professional Development 



Changing Curriculum 

 

 

 

  



“ If students are to become lifelong learners, 
develop a sense of self and connection to 
others, and become engaged citizens … ,  
students require meaningful, authentic 

contexts for learning.  

Students need many opportunities to explore 
questions and concerns about themselves  

and the world. 

Saskatchewan ELA Curriculum Document 





Determining What is Essential 

Focus on the outcomes – what 
students need to know, 
understand and do 

Deeper understanding of content 
Science 20 renewal 

 
 



40/40/40 Rule 
 
 
 
 
 

What is essential for pharmacy graduates 
to know, understand and do so that 
patient health is not at risk? 

What is the best way to ensure that 
students the essentials? 
 
• 40 years 
• 40 months 
• 40 days 

 



Learning through Inquiry 



http://www.c21canada.org/ 

Focus on Competencies 





Our next generation of learners are 
being engaged through inquiry, hands-on 
learning and are connecting globally as 
part of their educational experience. 
 
What will these learners ask  
of their post-secondary educators? 





Changing Assessment Practices 



Our next generation of learners are 
being given multiple opportunities 
to show what they know, including 
through the use of technology. 
 
Given this reality, what changes 
might be needed for post-secondary 
education? 



Personalized Learning – Online Learning 
 

Rise in online learners  
Barbour, M. – State of the Nation, 2013 



Partnering with Universities and Colleges 



Our next generation of learners are 
setting their own educational path 
which offers flexibility and choice. 
 
What might these learners look for 
in selecting post-secondary 
institutions? 



Online Software -  
E-Texts and Electronic Resources 



Our next generation of learners are 
using online software to extend 
their understanding of curriculum 
content, to practice skills, and to 
learn with others. 
 
Will post-secondary institutions 
provide these same opportunities 
for learners? 



Taking Learning into Their Spaces - 
Connecting Globally 







Our next generation of learners are 
creating digital identities and 
connecting globally. They are living 
in online spaces. 
 
How might post-secondary 
institutions meet learners in the 
same spaces? 



More Changes to Come 

     

 

 

 

o 1:1 Schools 
o Blended Learning 
o Creativity 
o Digital Citizenship 
 

What impact will this next 
generation have on you? 



Thank you! 

@jadeballek 

Jade.ballek@sunwestsd.ca 



Resources 

 21st Century Competencies – Wikispaces  

 C21.org 

 Connect 2014 –  

 Grade 12 Physics Projects – Blogs 

 Look Up  

 Look Down 

 Learning Bird  

 State of the Nation - Barbour 

 Sun West DLC  

http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Learning+Environments
http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Learning+Environments
http://21stcenturycompetencies.wikispaces.com/Learning+Environments
http://www.c21canada.org/
http://connect2014.ca/
http://blogs.universityprep.org/blog/2014/05/22/12th-grade-quantitative-physics-student-projects/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7dLU6fk9QY&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zEgUeWLxRI
https://www.learningbird.com/index
http://www.openschool.bc.ca/pdfs/state_of_nation-2013.pdf
http://www.sunwestdlc.ca/
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