
 

 

e-Learning for Healthcare Professionals 

FACT SHEET: e-Prescribing Fundamentals 

In 2020 there will be an estimated 811 million prescriptions dispensed in Canadian community pharmacies. A 

recent Canada Health Infoway study found that approximately 50% of prescriptions are handwritten (brought 

into community pharmacies by the patient or faxed). Approximately 40% of prescriptions are electronically 

generated from prescriber electronic medical records (EMRs) and are brought into or faxed to pharmacies. The 

remaining 10% are telephoned to pharmacies. From both patient and healthcare providers’ (e.g., physicians, 

nurses, pharmacists) perspectives, this prescribing process is inefficient, prone to errors (e.g., legibility, 

transcription) and subject to manipulation (e.g., controlled substances). 

e-Prescribing is the secure electronic creation and transmission of a prescription between an authorized 

prescriber’s EMR and a pharmacy’s computerized record system. When fully implemented it replaces the 

current, outdated process and will lead to improvements in the prescribing process. In Canada, a national digital 

solution to e-prescribing led by Infoway, PrescribeITTM, is in limited production release in some provinces.  

The Association of Faculties of Pharmacy of Canada (AFPC) and Infoway have created a national, online, 

competency-based, educational resource called e-Learning for Healthcare Professionals. In this chapter key 

concepts and principles about prescribing and e-prescribing are presented – a number of cases are featured as 

learning activities.  

Key Features 

• Developed by Canadian subject matter experts from nursing, medicine and pharmacy for use in Canadian 

universities 

• Available as open access online e-resource: http://eLearnHCP.ca 

• Content and learning activities provide foundational knowledge and skills (for nursing, pharmacy and 

medical students) 

• Designed for use in both uniprofessional courses or interprofessional activities  

• Certificates generated upon reviewing all sections, completing learning activities and achieving 70% on 

quiz 

• Ideal for use in courses where practice skills, medication management and / or patient safety are 

addressed (e.g., useful as assigned reading) 

• Comprehensive version of chapter available for instructors 

Topics Addressed 

• Current state: prescribing and dispensing 

• Introduction to e-prescribing 

• International examples 

• The “perfect” e-prescription 

• Emerging state of e-prescribing in Canada 

• PrescribeITTM – a national solution 

• Opioid crisis 

• Issues of scale 

Learning Activities 

• Interactive case studies 

• Formative quizzes 

• Curated videos (with synopses) 

• Terminology challenges 

Learn more:  http://eLearnHCP.ca | admin@eLearnHCP.ca  
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